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Methodist Bishops’ Council 
Calls for POAU Support 


After subjecting POAU’s principles, leaders and methods of work to in- 
tensive scrutiny over a period of a year, the Council of Bishops of the Meth- 
odist Church officially endorsed POAU and called for full financial support 
of its activities in a resolution adopted at their recent meeting in Grand Can- 
yon, Arizona. The Council is composed of sixty bishops, and is the national 


executive body for the ten million 
Methodists of the United States. 

This highly significant action was 
taken after Bishop Charles Wesley 
Flint of the Washington area submit- 
ted a special committee report on 
POAU. After the report was consid- 
ered, Bishop Ralph Spaulding Cush- 
man of the St. Paul area introduced 
the resolution of endorsement, which 
was then adopted. 

Growing Concern 

More and more, responsible church 
leaders of many denominations are 
recognizing the essential nature of 
POAU’s work in the crucial area of 
church-state relations. One of the 
first acts of the National Council of 
Churches at its formative meeting in 
Cleveland was to set up a committee 
on religious liberty. This will, in ef- 
fect, serve as a research body in the 
same field in which POAU serves as 
an action body. Among the distin- 
guished clergymen who helped to 
found the National Council were Dr. 
John A. Mackay of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, POAU vice-presi- 
dent; Dr. Charles Clayton Morrison, 
founder of The Christian Century and 
POAU vice-president; Bishop G. 
Bromley Oxnam, secretary of the 
Methodist Council of Bishops and 
POAU vice-president; and Dr. Ellis 
H. Dana, secretary of the Wisconsin 
Council of Churches and member of 
POAU’s executive committee. 

Just as the Methodist Council of 
Bishops in their resolution empha- 
sized the need for constructive work 
m church-state relations, other de- 
nominations are showing similar con- 
cern, 








While POAU is not officially con- 
nected with any other organized 


group, it welcomes the opportunity to 
cooperate with all believers in free- 
dom. 


“ALERTED AND COMMITTED” 


McGRATH OWES APOLOGY, 
ATTORNEY MAINTAINS 


U. S. Attorney General J. Howard 
McGrath “at the very best . . . owes 
the American people an apology,” the 
University of Chicago Law School 
was told recently. Leo Pfeffer, asso- 
ciate general counsel of the American 
Jewish Congress, said that McGrath’s 
March 30 Cleveland speech “decry- 
ing” the separation of church and 
state constituted an attack on a 
fundamental principle of American 
government. 






Part of the nearly 4,000 persons who attended the recent POAU rally in Chicago’s Me- 


dinah Temple are pictured above. 


In all, at least 10,000 citizens heard POAU’s message of 


religious liberty as a result of the nation-wide series of meetings, of which the Chicago con- 


ference was one of the highlights. 


More and more, people in many parts of the nation are 


becoming ‘alerted and committed” to the need for mobilizing their forces to defend American 


guarantees of freedom of conscience. 


The success of the POAU rallies was due in large 


measure to the hard work and generosity of ministers and laymen who gave freely of their 


facilities, time and prestige to aid the cause. 


Increasing numbers of people are making con- 


tinuing contributions to help finance the vital educational and research work carried on by 


POAU. 





Archer Condemns ‘Warfare’ 
Between School Systems 


School board members at Boone, Iowa, have been sharply rebuked by 
POAU Executive Director Glenn L. Archer for attempting to invade the pri- 


vate rights of the public school teachers under their jurisdiction. 


His public 


statement was occasioned by newspaper reports of the dismissal of a machine 
shop instructor from the school system because he would not honor a so-called 


“gentlemen’s agreement” that the 
public school teachers in Boone must 
send their own children to public 
rather than private schools. Board 
Chairman A. V. Doran later asserted 
that the teacher left of his own voli- 
tion, but he did not deny that at least 
some board members favored enforce- 
ment of the “gentlemen’s agreement.” 

Archer noted that the “board did 
not accuse public school teacher Rob- 
ert Shorb—a machine shop instructor 
—of incompetence, unbecoming con- 
duct, or anything of the sort,” and 
condemned any infringement of the 
teacher’s “right of free choice as a 
parent in regard to the education of 
his own child.” Dismissal for the rea- 
son alleged, he continued, was “‘an act 
of economic reprisal which smacks of 
persecution.” 

“Americans who believe in free- 
dom,” Archer continued, “have every 
right to criticize the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy for its opposition to public 
school education, and to oppose Ro- 
man Catholic public officials who mis- 
use their office on behalf of the hier- 
archy. But Americans who believe 
in freedom must also oppose Protes- 
tants in public office who use their po- 
sitions to coerce individuals in regard 
to their private lives. Mr. Shorb has 
my deepest sympathy, and Fred Ben- 
nett of the Boone Junior Chamber of 
Commerce, and the officials of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, are 
to be commended for their concern 
over his plight. 

“The defense of the public schools 
must not be turned into warfare upon 
the private schools. By the same 
token, defense of the private schools 
must not be turned into warfare upon 
the public schools. Non-Catholics 
who deny to a parent his natural right 
to send his child to a school of his 
choice are on no firmer ground than 
Roman Catholics who denounce the 
public schools as ‘godless’ and ‘mo- 
nopolistic.’ ” 

After the POAU executive direc- 
tor’s statement was released, he re- 
ceived a letter from a resident of Salt 
Lake City, who wrote: ‘As a Catho- 
lic and, in this case more importantly, 
as a fellow American, I wish to ap- 
plaud the fair-minded and just stand 
you and your organization have 
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taken. . . . Such action is appropriate 
to men and organizations of integrity 
and honor.” 





—_ 


Suppression of Opinion 


‘“.., It doesn’t pay to put for- 
ward opinions, he said, because 
of excessive ‘caution on the part 
of the laity and protectionism 
on the part of the church.’ By 
the church he meant the Roman 
Catholic Church, to which a 
large majority of Irish citizens 
belong. 

“We need to humanize the 
) church, de-parochialize politics, 
and liberalize the schools,’ said } 
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Mr. O’Faolain. . . .”—I|nterview 
between Rod Nordell, Christian 
Science Monitor correspondent, 
nd Sear O F OlAaIN, noted Irish 


riter 


Peer errsrs 





POAU Leaders Prepare 
Pittsburgh Litigation 


John Metz, Jr., prominent attorney, 
has been retained bw the Pittsburgh 
POAU Chapter to prepare the ground 
for a suit to be filed by the chapter 
to halt disbursement of $235,000 in 
public funds annually for the support 
of sectarian institutions. This action 
followed the recent announcement by 
County Solicitor Nathaniel K. Beck 
—made after prolonged delay—that 
in his opinion the use of public funds 
for the maintenance of juvenile court 
wards in denominationally operated 
child-care institutions is legal. 

Dr. Frederick Curtis Fowler, pastor 
of the Knoxville Presbyterian Church 
and chapter president, has repeatedly 
appealed to public authorities for re- 
consideration of their ill-advised pol- 
icy, to no avail. Dr. Fowler and other 
chapter leaders recently conferred 
with POAU_ Executive Director 
Glenn L. Archer and other attorneys 
in Pittsburgh on legal aspects of the 
case, which will have deep significance 
to public officials and voters in all 
parts of Pennsylvania. 





Nuns Fight Lay Control 
Of State-Aided Hospital 


The staff of St. John’s Hospital on 
Pittsburgh’s North Side has been seri. 
ously disrupted by a prolonged dis. 
pute over whether the tax-supported 
institution is to be managed by a 
man or by an official of the Dj 


Providence (Roman Catholic) Order. 
Although the hospital receives $40. 


000 a year in state aid, forty nuns 
have submitted their resignations 
from the nursing staff because they 
refuse to “work under a lay super- 
intendent.” 

According to Park H. Martin, pres. 
ident of the hospital’s board of di. 
rectors and a Chamber of Commerce 
official, “It’s simply a question of 
whether the hospital is to be 
non-sectarian and receive state aid,” 
Many citizens, of course, would ques. 
tion whether a hospital which employs 
nurses who are bound by Canon Law 
rules governing medical practices 
could ever be considered truly “non- 
sectarian,” even under a lay admin- 
istrator. 

“Compromise” Offered 

Although aware that state law pre- 
vents him from acceding completely 
to the nuns’ demand, Director Martin 
has indicated that “the board is will- 
ing to work out management like that 
at St. Francis Hospital,” which “is 
operated by the Sisters of St. Francis, 
but . . . still receives state aid.” 
Individual salaries are paid to the 
sisters at St. Francis, but at St. John’s 
the money goes directly to the Divine 
Providence Order. 

Acceptance of the nuns’ demands 
would only make a bad situation 
worse. The principle of church-state 
separation has already been violated 
under existing arrangements, particu- 
larly those prevailing at St. Francis 
Hospital. Director Martin should put 
his foot down much harder. 
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NOTABLES AT CHICAGO MEETING 





After the memorable POAU mass meeting in Medinah Temple, Chicago, the distinguished 
leaders who participated in the program posed for this photographic record of the historic 
occasion. They are, from left to right, above: John C. Mayne, director of organization, POAU; 
Carl S. Winters, pastor, First Baptist Church, Oak Park, Ill.; Garland Evans Hopkins, Asso- 
ciate Editor, “The Christian Century”; Paul Blanshard, author of “Communism, Democracy and 
Catholic Power’; Charles Clayton Morrison, POAU vice-president and founder of “The Chris- 
tin Century”; John W. Harms, executive vice-president, Federated Churches of Greater Chi- 
cago; and Rabbi Joseph M. Strauss, Temple Menorah, Chicago. 


Cushing Statement 
Held ‘Misleading’ 


Roman Catholic Archbishop Rich- 
ard J. Cushing of Boston was taken 
to task recently by POAU Executive 
Director Glenn L. Archer for “strain- 
ing the credulity of the American peo- 
ple” by asserting that “American 
Catholics rejoice in the separation of 
church and state.” By way of refu- 
tation, Archer cited Attorney General 
McGrath’s earlier denunciation of the 
“wall of separation between church 
and state,” and noted that this attack 
“was merely a repetition of countless 
other attacks made by top lay and 
clerical spokesmen for the Roman 
Catholic Church in this country,” all 
stemming from “papal pronounce- 
ments such as that of Pope Pius IX 
in the Syllabus of Errors, that the 
Church ought not ‘to be separated 
irom the State, and the State from the 
Church,’ ” 


“When champions of religious lib- 
erty quote these authoritative state- 
ments of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy,” the POAU leader continued, 
“they are not, as Archbishop Cushing 
asserts, impugning the patriotism of 
Roman Catholic fellow-citizens; they 
are merely pointing out that the pol- 
icy of the hierarchy is out of harmony 
with the American concept and with 
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‘Freedoms’ Award Made 
To Dawson for Sermon 


Among the recipients of awards to- 
talling $100,000 made recently by the 
Freedoms Foundation of Valley Forge 
for distinguished service to liberty 
was Dr. Joseph M. Dawson, POAU 
recording secretary and executive di- 
rector of the Baptist Joint Committee 
on Public Affairs. Dr. Dawson was 
chosen for his Baccalaureate sermon, 
“Sanctifying the Secular.” Others to 
receive the Freedoms Foundation 
award at ceremonies held in Wash- 
ington were Dr. Frederick Brown 
Harris, U. S. Senate Chaplain, and the 
Rev. Russell C. Stroup of the George- 
town Presbyterian Church. 

The first awards were made in Feb- 
ruary at Valley Forge, with General 
Omar N. Bradley officiating. 





the convictions of rank-and-file Cath- 
olic laymen who are given no voice 
whatsoever in policy-making for the 
Church. .. . 


“J. Howard McGrath has been crit- 
icized for his recent utterance, not be- 
cause he is a Catholic, but because 
he showed a disposition to throw the 
American Constitution overboard in 
order to appease the clamorings of a 
few all-powerful clericalists.” 


Puerto Rican Referendum 
Due on Fundamental Law 


As we go to press, the voters of 
Puerto Rico are about to decide by 
referendum whether or not to adopt 
a proposed new constitution for the 
island, with church-state relations fig- 
uring importantly in the preliminary 
discussions. A series of joint confer- 
ences between Catholic and Protes- 
tant leaders has been initiated to dis- 
cuss various proposals. 

Roman Catholic Bishops James P. 
Davis and James E. McManus, of the 
San Juan and Ponce dioceses, respec- 
tively, are leading the Catholic group 
at these conferences. Dr. Angel M. 
Mergal, president of the Association 
of Evangelical Churches, and the Rt. 
Rev. Aristides Villafane, dean of St. 
John’s Episcopal Cathedral at San 
Juan, are among the Protestant lead- 
ers involved. 

In the meantime, the Rev. J. R. 
Lebron Velazquez, president of the 
Puerto Rican League for Separation 
of Church and State, has sent a mem- 
orandum to Governor Luis Munoz 
Marin, denouncing what he called “a 
conspiracy against religious freedom 
in Puerto Rico,” and urging the adop- 
tion of constitutional clauses prohib- 
iting the use of public funds for non- 
public purposes. (RNS) 





Chicago Churchmen Back 
Bond Issue for Schools 


“Real sacrifices” to bring about the 
moral and spiritual redemption of 
Chicago were called for by Dr. John 
W. Harms, executive vice-president 
of the Church Federation of Greater 
Chicago, at the Federation’s 44th an- 
nual meeting recently. Urging appro- 
priate action to secure “‘the best edu- 
cational opportunities for every child 
at public expense,” Dr. Harms de- 
clared that approval of “the $50,000,- 
000 school bond issue proposed for 
Chicago” was prerequisite to the 
achievement of a significant improve- 
ment in civic life. 

“That is why the Church Federa- 
tion believes that only people who 
really believe in public schools should 
be members of the Board of Educa- 
tion or hold administrative or teach- 
ing positions,” he added. (RNS) 





WANT TO HELP?—Fill out and 
mail gift blank on page 7. 











ORGANIZING FOR LOCAL ACTION 


Suggestions for Education and Action 


in Local Chapters 


SUMMER-- 


June-July—Informal book review meeting at a country home or park. 
Review Blanshard’s Communism, Democracy and Catholic Power or 
Dawson’s Separate Church and State Now. 

Address by POAU National Advisory Councilman or other national 
leader on “Current Legislation and Court Decisions.” Invite as special 
guests recent graduates in law, theology, journalism and political 
science. 

If you have no POAU Chapter, this is a splendid time to start 
one. (See page 5 on “Organizing.’) 


August—Bring a POAU speaker before nearby church summer con- 


ferences. Graphic display and literature may be secured from national 
headquarters. 


AUTUMN-- 


September—Report and discussion led by competent educator on 


“What the State School Directory Reveals.” Report on number of 
Nuns and Brothers teaching in the public schools of your community 
or state. 

Election of officers and advisory committee (unless this is done on 
January 1). Forward names and addresses of new officers to the na- 
tional POAU office; revise and enlarge membership roll. 


October—Urge local clergymen to sponsor a Reformation Day Service 


in the largest auditorium available. POAU will help secure an out- 
standing speaker, and will aid in setting up the meeting. The offering 
might well be used for local and:national POAU work. 

Place Blanshard, Dawson and Butts books in local library as a gift 
from the Chapter. 


November—“Our Vanishing Religious and Civil Liberties.” Address 
and discussion led by a local lawyer or legislator. 
Enroll new POAU members and send list to national headquarters. 
Organize a Book-Study of three sessions. Use books by Blanshard, 
Dawson or others in POAU’s bibliography. Chapter provide discussion 
leaders. 


WINTER-- 


December—Town Hall Meeting: “Does Separation of Church and 
State Benefit All Religious Groups?” National and local POAU 
recommend participants. Invite local Roman Catholic leaders. 

Literature Distribution Project. Every minister, educator, lawyer, 
and club leader should have an adequate supply. POAU has a display 
for conventions. 

Chapters accepting a nation] financial quota for their group should 
send in a year-end gift to Washington headquarters. 


January—“A Quick Survey of Legislation,” by a local or national 
leader. Status of federal, state, and local bills, and what can be done 
about them by the local chapter, or, 

“Religious Instruction in the Public Schools’”—a symposium by local 
POAU leaders and others. 

1952 “Membership Campaign.” 
membership. 


Chapter might double its present 


February—“Founders of Freedom.” A radio round table with well- 
known local participants. The birthdays of Lincoln and Washington 
furnish a good setting for this program. Appoint delegation to the 
4th National Conference on Church and State, to be held in Washing- 
ton on April 23 and 24, 1952. Hear POAU vice-president, Dr. John 
A. Mackay, president of Princeton Theological Seminary. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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POAU Speaker 


Edward B. Willingham 





NATIONAL SPEAKERS 
BUREAU ESTABLISHED 


Speaking engagements for the follow- 
ing nationally known champions of re- 
ligious freedom may be arranged, sched- 
ule permitting, by writing POAU head- 


quarters. (Advance notice required.) 
Among those available are: Dr. 
Charles Clayton Morrison, Chicago; 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, New York; 
Dr. Frederick Curtis Fowler, Pittsburgh; 
Dr. Frank H. Yost, Takoma Park; Dr. 
J. Warren Hastings, Wasnington; Rev. 
John C. Mayne, POAU staff; Executive 
Director Glenn L. Archer, Washington; 
Dr. Donald Harrington, New York; Dr. 
Guy E. Shipler, New York; Dr. G. Bar- 
rett Rich III, Cincinnati; Rev. Paul 
Hudson, Pittsburgh; Rev. James Wind- 
ham, Maryville, Tenn.; Dr.. Louie D. 
Newton, Atlanta: Dr. Edwin McNeill 
Poteat, Raleigh, N. C.; Dr. Clyde Tay- 
lor, Washington; Dr. Ellis Dana, Madi- 
son, Wisc.; Dr. Charl Ormond Williams, 
Washington; Dr. J. M. Dawson, Wash- 
ington; Dr. T. Christie Innes, San Fran- 
cisco; Dr. Theodore Adams, Richmond; 
Rev. Paul Folino, Avon Lake, Ohio; Dr. 
Edward B. Willingham, Washington, 
Mr. Al Grecol, Cincinnati, and others. 

In requesting speakers through Na- 
tional POAU, kindly express a second 
and third choice. and give two months 
notice. 
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LOCAL POAU GROUPS IN ACTION 


Director of Organization 





The Rev. John C. Mayne, 1633 Massachu- 
setts Ave., N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 


Write the Director for assistance 
in setting up meetings, planning pro- 
grams and organizing POAU chap- 
ters. Tell him of your local activities 
on behalf of church-state separation. 

California. Executive Director 
Glenn L. Archer is meeting with 
POAU groups in San Diego on June 
28, with Dr. Wayne Neal of the 
Church Council as sponsor; in Los 
Angeles on June 29, with Mrs. 
Georgia Parsons and Mrs. Angie Cox 
in charge. Archer will confer with 
the San Francisco, Oakland and 
Berkeley chapters from July 2 to 7. 
The Rev. Dr. T. Christie Innes and 
the Rev. Dr. Abbott Book are leaders 
in the Bay area. San Jose POAU 
members will meet with the Executive 
Director following his address in the 
First Methodist Episcopal Church on 
July 1, for the purpose of launching 
a chapter. 

Florida. As we go to press, a 
meeting to organize a POAU chapter 
is planned in Jacksonville, with the 
Rev. Dr. Paul C. Duncan of the 
Central Christian Church convening 
the session. This is a follow-up to 
the outstanding mass meeting ad- 
dressed by Paul Blanshard in Jack- 
sonville (CHURCH AND STATE NEws- 
LETTER, April, 1951). At Orlando, the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church will display in its exhibit 
tooms a three-part panorama on 
“Freedom of Religion.” This dis- 
play, previously used by the Florida 
Baptist Convention, was sent out 
without cost by POAU. 
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Illinois. The Chicago (Charl Or- 
mond Williams) POAU Chapter re- 
cently sponsored a great mass meet- 
ing in Medinah Temple. (See pic- 
tures on pages 1 and 3.) 

Indiana. Cooperating ministers 
and POAU members sponsored a Re- 
ligious Liberty Meeting last month 
in the Roberts Park Methodist 
Church, in downtown Indianapolis. 
An overflow crowd attended. 

Louisiana. A state POAU chap- 
ter has been chartered, with the Rev. 
Dr. William W. Hamilton, Sr., of 
New Orleans, as president. 

Missouri. More than 600 persons 
have made contributions in support 
of the litigation now being carried on 
by POAU’s affiliate, the Missouri As- 
sociation for Free Public Schools. 

Ohio. A Religious Liberty Forum 
was sponsored in May by Canton and 
Massillon clergymen in the Canton 
First Christian Church, after which 
a drive to organize city-wide POAU 
chapters was launched. In Cincin- 
nati’s historic Wesley Methodist 
Church, Paul Blanshard spoke re- 
cently to a capacity audience. Al 
Grecol is the new chapter president. 

Pennsylvania. In Philadelphia’s 
Allegheny Avenue Baptist Church, 
more than eight hundred citizens of 
the northeastern section of the city 
gathered recently to hear Paul Blan- 
shard speak on religious liberty. 


STEPS IN ORGANIZING 


Interested members and friends of 
POAU often ask: “How can we start a 
local chapter or group?” 


POAU’s Director of Organization 
John C. Mayne suggests these five steps. 
He will assist local groups in carrying 
them out, if requested. 


1. Call together a few interested persons, 
and discuss the need and opportuni- 
ties for a chapter. POAU will gladly 
suggest names of friends living in 
your area. 


2. Have an informal meeting, with a 
national staff member, or National 
Advisory Councilman, present to ex- 
plain objectives and suggest proce- 
dures. Appoint an organization com- 
mittee. 


3. Schedule an organization meeting, 
with a program feature and speaker. 
Elect temporary or permanent officers, 
and enroll members. 


4. Apply for a Charter from national 
POAU, which will give your group 
official status. 


5. Presenting of the Charter by a repre- 
sentative of National POAU and 
launching of a program of education 
and action in the local area. 





Suggestions 


(Continued from page 4) 


SPRING-- 





March—Public Religious Liberty Meeting, with outstanding speaker. 
National POAU will aid in setting up this meeting. An average of 
more than 1,000 persons has attended each of the last 11 meetings 
managed by national POAU without cost to the local chapters. 


April—“Current Violations of Church and State Separation”—a 
review of the Missouri, New Mexico, New Orleans, Pittsburgh and 
other cases involving violations, with a report on alleged local 
violations. 

“Current Concepts and Practice of Church and State Relationships 
Outside the United States.” (See The Vatican in World Politics by 
Avro Manhattan. Order from POAU.) Provide financing for dele- 
gation to POAU’s Fourth National Conference on Church and State, 
April 23-24, 1952, at Constitution Hall, Washington, D. C. All POAU 
officers and local members are invited to attend. 


May—Survey of Vatican Power in the Local Community, based upon 
a study made by special committee of the local chapter. Discussion. 
“A Survey of Academic Interest in the Problems of Church and 
State” with a report on the national POAU Scholarship Award plan. 
Acceptance of a quota by the local chapter to help support national 
POAU program. 


June—Report by delegates and observers on the Fourth National 
Conference in Washington, D. C. 

Appointment of a Program and Action Committee to map out next 
season’s agenda for the local chapter. POAU’s Department of Or- 
ganization would be glad to hear of your plans. 
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AMERICANS TIRED OF ‘HUSH-HUSH’ 
POLICY, POAU TOUR PROVES 


The 10,000 Americans who personally attended POAU’s recent record- 
breaking series of rallies in many parts of the nation, and the other thousands 
who listened in on the radio, demonstrated by their enthusiastic applause that 
they are ready and eager to talk about separation of church and state, which 
Paul Blanshard called “the great silent issue of American politics” in his re- 


marks during the tour. 

Audiences which in some instances 
overflowed the halls which had been 
provided for the meetings—even in 
areas where no POAU chapters ex- 
isted—gave ample proof that loose 
charges of “bigotry” and “discrimina- 
tion” have not been effective in silenc- 
ing all criticism of those religious lead- 
ers who seek church-state union in 
America. Some members of the au- 
diences had never heard of POAU be- 
fore, yet were gratified to see how 
temperate, enlightening and demo- 
cratic was the appeal made by the 
POAU leaders who spoke. The well- 
attended meetings in Philadelphia, 
Canton, Indianapolis and Richmond 
were particularly significant in view 
of the fact that no POAU organiza- 
tional drive had previously been con- 
ducted in any of those cities. 

A “Civic Problem” 

Emphasizing that the question in- 
volves “not primarily a religious prob- 
lem but a civic problem,” Blanshard 
declared: 

“We should not be critical of the 
Catholic people as loyal Americans, 
for no one questions their patriotism, 
but we have a right to criticize the 
policies of their leaders when these 
policies conflict with American tra- 
ditions. The Catholic people have 
never been given an opportunity to 
vote on the policy of maintaining a 
separate and segregated Catholic 
school system. Catholic parents are 
threatened with theological penalties 
if they send their children to public 
schools against the wishes of their 
priests... .” 

Reminding his listeners that a pub- 
lic office is a public trust, Blanshard 
contended that American voters 
should not elect Roman Catholics to 
school boards “unless they signify 
that they will not be influenced by 
canon law aimed at the public 
schools.” 

At all points of the tour, a lively 
interest was displayed, and every 
available piece of POAU literature 
was taken by the audience. 





“We consider that the union of Is- 
lamic nations based exclusively on re- 
ligion is not only useless but harm- 
ful.”—Editorial in Aksam, Turkish 
newspaper. 
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Public School System 


Supported by New Book 


The Attack Upon the American 
Secular School, by Dr. V. T. Thayer 
was recently published by Beacon 
Press. This valuable book may be 
ordered from POAU. ($3.00.) 





—— 


AT CARNEGIE HALL MEETING 





Introducing POAU President Edwin McNeill Poteat (seated, right) to capacity audience 
at Carnegie Hall mass meeting, Executive Director Glenn L. Archer is shown above at the 
rostrum as he sketched briefly the background and distinguished career of Dr. Poteat as min- 
ister, college president and author of numerous scholarly books. Seated next to Dr. Poteat 
is William Rogers, officer of the Metropolitan Committee for Religious Liberty, POAU’s New 
York City chapter, which sponsored the rally. 





Spellman Fails to Get Solo 
Billing in MacArthur Parade 


But for the protests of the Metropolitan Committee for Religious Liberty, 
POAU’s New York City chapter, and other groups, Francis Cardinal Spell- 
man would have been the only religious leader to ride with General Douglas 
MacArthur in the great welcoming parade in the General’s honor on April 28. 
When plans for the Spellman coup leaked out, John V. Watson, Committee 
secretary, sent a telegram of protest 
to the Veterans of Foreign Wars offi- 
cial in charge of arrangements, say- 
ing: 

“The (Metropolitan) Committee 
regards this as insignificant in itself, 





‘«. . . We urge you to check on this 
and to see that Cardinal Spellman, 
for once, does not utilize the appear- 


but another manifestation of the dom- 
inance of the Roman Catholic hier- 
archy in the public affairs of New 
York. The fact that the Cardinal has 
been handed this exclusive eminence, 
above veterans and clergymen of all 
faiths taking part in the ceremonies, 
is offensive to many. 


ance of a public figure for further 
emphasizing the tiresome domination 
of a single clerical group in affairs of 
this kind.” 

This and other protests led to 4 
change in parade arrangements allow- 
ing for greater participation of non 
Catholic clergymen. 
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Kefauver Probe’ Urged 
For Church-State Abuses 


Noting what he called a “shameful growth of lawlessness among public 
officials in matters of church-state relations,’ Stanley Lichtenstein, POAU 
ress relations director, recently declared that such “lawlessness” is “fully 
as deserving of the American people’s wrath as that other kind of lawlessness 
which was revealed by the Kefauver Crime Investigating Committee in its 


sensational probe,” and suggested that 
a “‘Kefauver Committee’ to investi- 

te sectarianism in government” 
should be set up. 

Speaking before the Hillel Alumni 
Association at George Washington 
University, Lichtenstein cited, by way 
of example, recent newspaper reports 
of what he characterized as “subver- 
sive” utterances by public officials 
who are “seeking to nullify the First 
Amendment to the Constitution.” In 
this connection, he specifically criti- 
cized J. Howard McGrath, U. S. At- 
torney General; W. Kingsland Macy, 
member of the New York State Board 
of Regents; and Theodore R. McKel- 
din, Governor of Maryland. In addi- 
tion, the POAU staff member rebuked 
two leaders—Reinhold Niebuhr and 
Ludwig Lewisohn—who, although 
“fortunately not public officehold- 
es,” have “given aid and comfort to 
those forces seeking to ‘compromise’ 
the First Amendment out of exist- 
ence.” Since Roman Catholic, Prot- 
estant and Jewish spokesmen have all 
been guilty in greater or lesser degree 
of contributing to this trend, the 
speaker emphasized, “‘no one group 
can claim a monopoly of virtue in the 
field of religious liberty.” 

Specific “Indictments” 

“Any competent ‘Kefauver investi- 
gator’ of sectarianism among govern- 
mental officials could draw up an 
‘indictment’ against the men I 
have named,” Lichtenstein observed. 
“Against McGrath, for having pub- 
lily attacked the ‘wall of separation 
between church and state’ in a recent 
Cleveland speech; against Macy, for 
having recently proposed that public 
school students should not be allowed 
to graduate without first having pre- 
sented to school authorities ‘a graded 
report from a church or temple. . . 
to indicate that . . . the pupil had 
learned something of the tenets of a 
creed or faith’; and against McKeldin 
for having publicly attacked ‘the 100 
million persons’ in this country who 
belong to no church as ‘fertile seeds 
ofcommunism.’ As for Niebuhr and 
Lewisohn, they are to be criticized 
for having used their not inconsider- 
able influence as private citizens to 
ncourage the delusion that ‘com- 
promises’ of the principle of church- 
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state separation can expediently be 
made, and that the American govern- 
ment can legally render ‘impartial’ aid 
to the parochial schools of all denomi- 
nations.” 

“In contrast to these leaders who 
would turn back the clock to the pre- 
Constitutional period in American 
history,” the speaker continued, “there 
are leaders of greater insight into this 
problem who are standing by the prin- 
ciples of Madison and Jefferson. Such 
men as Senator Wayne Morse of Ore- 
gon, former Congressman Andrew Ja- 
cobs of Indiana, and the late Su- 
preme Court Justice Frank Murphy 
(who voted with the 8-1 majority in 
the McCollum Case)—each of these, 
and other public men equally consci- 
entious, deserve the lasting gratitude 
of the American people for their devo- 
tion to liberty.” 

Efforts of religious groups to se- 
cure minor favors from the govern- 
ment can only lead, in the long run, 
to the establishment of a “spoils 
system” and the degradation of re- 
ligion, the speaker concluded. 


Washington Legislature 
Kills School Bus Bill 


A hard-fought struggle over a leg- 
islative proposal to allow use of pub- 
lic school busses and other facilities 
by private school pupils in the state 
of Washington ended recently in de- 
feat of the measure. Known as Joint 
Resolution No. 15, organized support 
for the bill came largely from Roman 
Catholic leaders, whose persistent ef- 
forts succeeded in securing passage by 
the House. Subsequently, the reso- 
lution was amended in the Senate, and 
finally defeated. 

Throughout the struggle, POAU 
Executive Director Glenn L. Archer 
kept in close touch with latest devel- 
opments. Pearl Wanamaker, State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
and past president of the National 
Education Association, and Vern B. 
Archer, press relations director for the 
Washington Education Association, 
helped solidify opposition to the bill. 





Bus Aid Continued 
Under Missouri Law 


The use of state funds to transport 
children to parochial schools will be 
continued in Missouri under terms 
of a new bill recently passed by the 
legislature. The measure raises the 
state expenditure from $3 to $5 a 
month per pupil, and makes no change 
in the existing practice of including 
parochial school students in the bene- 
fits. As originally introduced, the bill 
contained a clause which would have 
limited the aid to transportation of 
public school children only, but the 
vigorous opposition of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy to the clause led 
to its deletion in the House. 
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No ‘Silent Treatment’ 
For New Blanshard Book 


Communism, Democracy and Catholic Power, Paul Blanshard’s sequel to 
his best-seller, American Freedom and Catholic Power, has already received 
notice in leading American newspapers and magazines immediately following 


its publication by Beacon Press on May 16. 


This is in significant contrast 


to the reception accorded American Freedom and Catholic Power, which was 


studiously ignored by most journals 
until long after its publication, when 
its phenomenal sales brought it a 
grudging recognition. (To date, more 
than 180,000 copies have been sold, 
and sales continue at the rate of 1,000 
a week.) 

“The two books,” as Newsweek 
magazine observes, “should be read to- 
gether. Blanshard’s attack has noth- 
ing in common with the bigotry, the 
appeals to prejudice, or the supersti- 
tions that have disgraced American 
political writing on the subject since 
the days of the Know-Nothing Party. 
He writes with evident sincerity, with 
considerable scholarship, and always 
distinguishes between Catholicism as 
a religion and the church as an or- 
ganization. The target of his attack 
is not the religion but the authori- 
tarian spirit of the organization, which 
he holds to be feudal and monar- 
chical, stemming from Constantine 
rather than the teachings of Christ, 
evolving out of European conditions 
and habits of thought, and retrogres- 
sive in terms of American democ- 
Le 

Cannot Be Ignored 

Although some critics have written 
diatribes rather than reviews of the 
book, it is nevertheless a signal vic- 
tory for Blanshard and for the cause 
of religious liberty that they have 
been compelled to “‘notice’’ his work. 
Heretofore, their attitude has been 
like that of Cardinal Spellman when 
he proclaimed to the world, at the 





Bishop Hits U. S. Newsmen 
For Stepinac Interview 


Two top American newspapermen 
were assailed recently by Roman 
Catholic Bishop Michael J. Ready of 
Columbus, Ohio, for having written 
factual accounts of interviews with 
Archbishop Stepinac in his Yugoslav 
prison cell without emphasizing the 
martyrdom which the Roman Catho- 
lic hierarchy says he has endured. 
Although Bishop Ready did not men- 
tion them by name, the two jour- 
nalists were understood to be Cyrus 
L. Sulzberger of The New York 
Times and Alex. H. Singleton of the 
Associated Press. Sulzberger received 
a special Pulitzer Prize citation for 
his exclusive story on the prelate. 

Bishop Ready, in a talk before the 
Catholic Press Association, assailed 
“analyzing reporters” who do “fancy 
tricks with news coverage from Catho- 
lic countries.” The Associated Press 
replied that “Alex Singleton’s dis- 
patch of April 6 . . . speaks for itself.” 





close of a long denunciation of 
Mrs. Roosevelt two summers ago, that 
he would “not again publicly ac- 
knowledge” the former First Lady. 
Communism, Democracy and Catho- 
lic Power may be ordered from 
POAU. ($3.50.) 
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Wisconsin Bishops Drop 
Free School Bus Demand 


Wisconsin voters were treated this 
month to an extraordinary spectacle | 
—dignified Roman Catholic prelates. 
turning ideological flip-flops in publig. 
At legislative hearings on a parochial 
school bus transportation bill, the: 
Catholic bishops of the state recorded 
their “opposition” to the measure—’ 
in spite of the fact that free bus trans.” 
portation for parochial school chil. 
dren has been repeatedly presented as v¢ 
a minimum demand of the Roman _ 
Catholic Church in its quest for “dis. 
tributive justice” to Catholic children, 

The Wisconsin bishops decided tg 
abandon this position a few weeks 
after POAU Executive Director Gleng 
L. Archer addressed leaders from all 


parts of the state at two meetings held 4 
in Madison. He had stressed the sire 
need for organizing POAU chapters pub 
in Wisconsin and for arousing public for 
opinion against such infringements of “rd 

a 


church-state separation as was em- 
bodied in the proposed bus bill. Sub- A 


sequently, Dr. Charles A. Bell, pastor Dire 
of Madison’s First Baptist Church zat 
and member of POAU’s National Ad- near 
visory Council, called together a com- vote 
mittee of 100 outstanding ministers tem} 
and laymen to draw up blueprints elect 
for action. Large numbers of citizens vari 
had already been alerted by Ellis H. with 
Dana, executive director of the Wis- up. 

consin Council of Churches and men- the 

ber of POAU’s executive committee, the 
and a real groundswell of public opin- nate 
ion was gathering force. It was under chap 
these circumstances that the Roman prov 


Catholic bishops decided to put dis- 
cretion above valor. Through their 
attorney, they presented a written M 





statement to the legislators declaring sine 
their “opposition” to the bill on the Soe 
grounds that it was “not timely” and Publ 
was “highly controversial.”’ This an- prop 
nouncement was tantamount to de- gove 
feat of the bill, which had attempted tol 
to satisfy Catholic demands by in- co 
clusion of parochial schools in the their 
benefits. a és 
ethic 
my teres 

Oo 
“Public education is the most pre- = 
cious heritage in this country—the lt 
thing that we must keep free so that of P 
it may keep us free.”—Edward M. the | 
Tuttle, executive secretary, National Publ 
School Boards Association, in a recent pot 
address before a three-day institule Paul 
of the Education Writers Association ae 
and the National Education Associa Pows 
tion. by a 
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